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Tuesday 23 March will be the 1st anniversary
of the UK Government’s measures to stem the
coronavirus pandemic by a ‘lockdown’.

Our Church will therefore be open for you to visit for
a time of quiet or private prayer or reflection or to light a candle.
on Tuesday 23 March from 9am to 6pm.

Morning Prayer will be held as usual at 9am
and prayers will be said on the hour.
This also coincides with the Marie Curie Day of Reflection

St Mary’s Prayer Wall of Reflection

From Sunday 21 March until Easter Day
we are inviting you to tie a ribbon to our gates, o
which lead from our churchyard to our church hall,

as a symbol of your prayer of remembrance, thanksgiving or praise.

Bring your own ribbon or ribbons are available.
In celebration of Easter these gates will also be decorated with flowers.

All these symbols of your prayers
will then remain in place for a number of weeks.

Stotfold & Fairfield Parish Church Welcomes All

Unfortunately our Easter Day service this year will be ticketed only.
Contact stotfoldparishchurch@gmail.com or 01462 625637 for a ticket.
For current information on our services: stotfoldchurch.org.uk
To receive the Weekly Messenger email: stotfoldparishchurch@gmail.com
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Does it sometimes feel like you are standing on the
edge of a barren wilderness, looking longingly at a
promising new land that you hope to enter soon?

Moses and the Jewish people had such a longing to
enter the Promised Land. They had been exiles in Egypt
for 400 years before Moses led them out of slavery.
However, instead of leaving Egypt and heading straight
for the Promised Land, they spent 40 years in a barren
wilderness to re-discover how to be reliant on God and
not Pharaoh for their wants and needs.

The lockdowns of the past year have been something of a wilderness
experience. The period of the pandemic has been a reminder that neither
we, nor the state, has total control over our lives. Ultimately we are
dependent on God, who teaches us to love one another.

Jesus Christ came into our world as a visible example of how we should
love God, love our neighbours and love ourselves.

Jesus Christ died and was raised to new life so that we can have an
abundant life today in Him by living according to God’s values and one day
live a new life in heaven.

As we approach Easter morning, what can the example of Jesus Christ
rising from the darkness of the tomb teach us about how to live a risen life?
Once the lockdown ends and as we begin to meet people again, what
lessons might the Risen Christ have for us?

When the Risen Christ first appeared to the disciples in the locked room, he
didn’t begin by telling them off for abandoning him after his arrest. Instead,
he forgave them. He said “Peace be with you.” He then commissioned the
disciples to forgive the sins of others. Once lockdown ends, is there
someone you need to forgive?

The third time the Risen Christ appeared to his disciples they were in a boat
fishing and he cooked breakfast on the beach. Afterwards, Jesus asked
Peter three times “do you love me?” In response to Peter’s affirmations of
his love, Jesus told Peter, “if you truly love me, feed my sheep.” One of the
meanings of the word “love” in that ancient culture was to do something for
another person. Love in that context was an action word, not an emotion.

At one point during the lockdown 19% of adults surveyed said there were
serving or helping others with actions like shopping or errands. Once this
lockdown ends, are there ways you can show love through action?

Come Easter Morning | invite you to celebrate the abundant life Jesus Christ
offers us today and in the life to come.
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Divine Intervention?

A little boy was playing outside
with his mother's broom in the
garden. That night his mother
realised her broom was still
missing and asked her son to go
out and bring it in.

When the little boy confessed he
was afraid of the dark, his mother
tried to comfort him: ‘The Lord is
out there too, don’t be afraid.’

Hesitantly, the little boy opened
the back door and peered out. He
called softly: ‘Lord, please will you
pass me the broom?’

Quote: When we take least
notice of our good deeds
ourselves, God takes most notice

Ryan was delighted with the cloak, but of them. — Matthew Henry
not so sure about the face mask

Marie Curie Day of Reflection

Since the first UK lockdown began in 2020,
hundreds of thousands of people have died
which is one of the reasons why our Church
is open on the 1st anniversary of 23rd March
Too many lives have been cut short and
millions have been bereaved.

Join in the national minute of silence at 12 noon to honour those
who have died and reflect on the challenges we have overcome.

Shine a light at 8pm.

At 8pm there will be another minute's silence for people to come together to
light up the night. Stand outside with a light — a candle, a torch, even your
phone - to remember someone who's died and show your support to people
going through a bereavement. Alternatively you can shine a light in your
window for everyone to see.

Share what you do on social media using #DayOfReflection.

www.mariecurie.org.uk




(M}eclding' Cars

Q/{nique & luzurious wedcling‘ transport for your sﬁecial Jay.
@our local wedding car company, based in leolﬁ)[d

www.mcweddingcars.co.uk
enquiries@mcweddingcars.co.uk
07470 617213

Mountains Make You Feel Better

The natural environment can make a real impact on your
mood. Mountains can leave you feeling more optimistic,
while the ocean can help boost your inspiration.

& ke My s

A recent study at Goldsmiths University of London found that water is most
effective at increasing positive emotions, such as happiness and
inspiration. Woodlands can help you forget your worries, and fields and
meadows can enhance your energy levels.
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Luxury Easter Hamper Draw

Have you bought your tickets for our draw taking place on
Wednesday 24th March?

Tickets are £5 each and in addition to the hamper there is also a 2nd
prize of a bottle of wine and an incredibly large tin of Italian biscuits
plus a 3rd prize of another box of biscuits.

To purchase a ticket please contact Alison on 01462 625637 or email
stotfoldparishchurch@gmail.com
g T

All proceeds to St Mary’s Church funds
Lottery Licence: 1462

HELPING YOU EVERY STEP OF THE WAY

Your Local Funeral Professionals

EH CROUCH
54 High Street, Stotfold, Hertfordshire SG5 4LD
Tel: 01462 834040

www.dignityfunerals.co.uk/local Dlgnlty‘

WITH DISTINCTION

i@] Part of Dignity plc. A British company




New Bishop for the Environment
appointed by Archbishop of Canterbury

The Bishop of Norwich, Graham Usher, is to lead the Church of England’s
Environment Programme with a charge to lead bold, deliberate,
collaborative action across the Church to tackle the grave existential crises
of climate change and biodiversity loss.

Bishop Graham will work with the Mission and Public Affairs department of
the Church of England, continuing the commitment to net-zero carbon
impacts across the Church of England by 2030 set by General Synod in
February 2020.

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, said: “This will be a key year
for the UK’s approach to climate change internationally.” In June, the UK
will host the G7. In November, Glasgow will host COP26. The Environment
Bill will be coming to Parliament. “Now is the time for bold, deliberate,
collaborative action.”

Bishop Graham said: “Responding to the climate and biodiversity crises is
not a luxury in the ministry of the Church, but an urgent imperative for our
mission.”

Churches are being encouraged to raise their voice to speak up about the
need to tackle climate change across the whole of society through the
Climate Sunday initiative, starting by holding their own climate focused
service.

...Rodney, I've been meaning to have a word
with you about your carbon footprint!
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Creationtide or the Season of Creation
is the period in the annual church calendar,
from 1st September to 4th October,
dedicated to God as Creator and Sustainer of all life.

In the year leading up to the UN global climate change talks in November
2021 (COP26), the Church of England are encouraging churches to hold a
special Climate Sunday service or event, to make a commitment to tackle
climate change, and to raise their voices to call on world leaders to do the

(&;‘ Climate

Sunday

The culmination of the campaign will be a national Climate Sunday event on
Sunday 5 September 2021, to share church commitments and pray for bold
action and courageous leadership at COP26.

Climate Sunday is organised by Churches Together in Britain and Ireland
with support from Operation Noah and other charities including CAFOD,
Christian Aid, Tearfund and A Rocha UK.

Biodiversity Poem
When | was born | was given a ball
(the ball was blue and green)
My mom said share and take good care
It belongs to others too
Keep it clean. Keep the green parts green
Try not to get the blue parts bluer
If you love this ball it will never grow old
In fact it may grow newer
So | did that all and | did some more
Because | love this ball a lot
And | hope that you will love it too
It's the only ball we’ve got.
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These are bleak times. We live not just with a global pandemic,
but accelerating climate change and species loss. Is there hope?
And can A Rocha UK realistically make a difference?

The answer is a resounding ‘yes’ to both — if we have confidence in what we
know, humility about what we don’t, openness to work with others, and the
faith to go where we believe God is pointing us.

A Rocha UK was founded twenty years ago as a local Christian
conservation project in a deprived and multi-ethnic area of Southall, west
London. That work goes on, based at our Wolf Fields reserve. But who
would have dreamed that A Rocha UK would now be leading a fast growing
network of Christian organisations committed to managing their land for
nature, with Partners in Action in all four UK nations? Or that we would be
facilitating an Eco Church movement of more than 3,100 local churches in
England and Wales, learning how to care for creation in all they do. Or that
we would be hosting an ‘online community’ — the phrase hadn’t even been
invented 20 years ago — of ‘Wild Christians’ caring for nature. Of course,
there have been hard times and setbacks too. But we are amazed at where
God has led, and often carried, us.

But we also grieve, as we believe God grieves, for the loss of species; and
we long for a stable climate and clean oceans unpolluted with plastic. It is
his creation, after all. And we are not blind to the immense challenges
ahead if humanity is to halt and even reverse this damage. Time is
extremely short to avoid runaway climate change or mass extinction of
species. The UK itself is one of the most nature-poor countries in Europe
while the pandemic has exposed how vital access to nature is for mental
health — as well as how unevenly this is distributed between the poor and
better off in the UK. And scientists are warning that we should expect more
pandemics of ‘animal’ viruses unless we restore animal habitats.

So, where is our hope? In a faithful loving God, yes. And in seeds we
believe he has planted and will grow. For example: In the UK a fast-growing
number of churches, denominations and networks now recognise the
importance of caring for creation in the whole mission of the church. With
more than 50,000 worshipping communities in the UK — with all our
buildings, land, people, prayer etc — Christians and churches have truly
colossal potential to make and demonstrate change in every corner of the
land.

There is much greater willingness than previously for Christian
organisations to collaborate with secular and those of other faiths, around
the environment, offering a way to build community and defuse conflict in
the process. There is much greater public awareness of the need for urgent
action to prevent environmental disaster, and the younger generation — the
future leaders — are demanding it.

www.arocha.org.uk
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MARTIN BALL PLASTERING
AU aspects of plasterung covered

v Float and set | have been in the plastering trade
[ A for over 12 years, and gained lots of
v Tacking weber experience having worked on many
— SAINT-GOBAIN commercial and domestic projects.
A We promise an excellent job at an
v Skimming affordable cost. You can also look me
.. up and read some reviews on:
v" Dry lining v i
. KKRend mybouilder
v"  Screeding
Silicone Coloured Renders CONTACT US:
v" Through Coloured 07842 204359
Spray Rendering martinballplastering@gmail.com

Easter Faith in Atheist Russia

Three years after the Russian Revolution of 1917, a great anti-God rally
was arranged in Kiev. The powerful orator Bukharin was sent from Moscow,
and for an hour he demolished the Christian faith with argument, abuse and
ridicule. At the end there was silence.

Then a man rose and asked to speak. He was a priest of the Russian
Orthodox Church. He went and stood next to Bukharin. Facing the people,
he raised his arms and spoke just three triumphant words: ‘Christ is risen!’

At once the entire assembly rose to their feet and gave the joyful response,
‘He is risen indeed!’ It was a devastating moment for an atheist politician,
who had no answer to give to this ancient Easter liturgy.

Stotfold Parish Church

As part of our commitment to being good stewards of the environment we
have committed to purchasing electricity that is 100% generated from
renewable sources as accredited by OFGEM through the Parish Buying
Energy Basket from 1 October 2020 to 30 September 2021.

The Lord God took the man and put him in the
< I : Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. PARISH
GENESIS 2:15 BUYING
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Glass Recycling

Did you know that unfortunately, drinking glasses cannot be recycled
because they contain added chemicals?

/ "—] The chemicals are needed so that this type of glass
( ‘(- can be tougher to hold both hot and cold

beverages but that also means the glass has a
}[V dlfferent melting point than the types of glass
- \ typlcally put in recycling bins. Therefore, if drinking
%2~ f’f 4, - glass was added to the recycling process, the final
v f product would break.

Therefore other than bottles and jars, glass should be placed in your
general waste bin so as not to contaminate the recyclable load.

St Mary’s Online for Children

We are SO looking forward to the time, hopefully before too long, when our
Little Angels babies and toddlers group can meet once again in the Church
Hall. In the meantime we are continuing online every Thursday morning in
term time. You can find our livestream on FaceBook at St Mary’s Babies &
Toddlers (and all previous videos). We have half an hour together including
familiar (and some new) songs and usually a story half way through.

For slightly older children we have started Little Angels PLUS! - also on
Thursday mornings with fun songs for slightly older children.

Email us at littleangelsstotfold@outlook.com if you’d like us to let you know
when we’re back together in the Hall or to request songs or to sing happy
birthday on the Thursday morning .

St Mary's Babies & Toddlers
M : @

‘3

We also have our regular
Sunday afternoon Tea Time
Praise family worship time -

normally in the Church

(including crafts and tea!)

but currently on Zoom.

Videos

Let us know if you'd
like an invite.
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A few weeks ago we received our first payment from AmazonSmile so a big
thank you to all of you who have supported us, If using Amazon please use
AmazonSmile at https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1131275-0 and Amazon
donates 0.5% of the net purchase value of many products to The Parochial
Church Council Of The Ecclesiastical Parish Of St. Mary The Virgin,
Stotfold, at no cost to you.

Click the link above which will launch to our page and press ‘start
shopping’. You can then enter your normal Amazon log-in details and all
your account history, addresses, card details etc will appear as normal.

Should you already donate to a charity and wish to change to ourselves just
click the charity you currently support on your header and click change
charity. Unfortunately, we have a very long charity name ‘The Parochial
Church Council of The Ecclesiastical Parish Of St. Mary The Virgin, Stotfold’
and so the easiest way to find us is to search Stotfold and we come up as
one of the options.

To support us in future you just need to remember to go
to smile.amazon.co.uk whenever you wish to place an order, or why not
bookmark this as Amazon Smile which then makes it all so simple.

How to make a paper ‘Palm Cross’

These have been such strange times and many have learnt new skills, from
home schooling their children, home baking, becoming proficient
gardeners., learning to paint, becoming an avid knitter, starting to write,
playing music or brushing up their skills on the computer on Zoom.

In my case not many of my skills changed. |
have never been dextrous with ‘craft’ or
music but on the Saturday prior to Palm
Sunday last year | found myself making my
own Palm Cross by following the instructions
of Jan from Sunday Club at St Albans Abbey,
at over 70 | was probably one of the oldest
participants that day!

Obviously this year many of our churches are
open but if anyone would like to make one
either for themselves or with their children or
grandchildren Jan can still be found at:
https://youtu.be/Ok8IVvZ4DUA.

Alison Collis
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Holy Week and Easter Services 2021

28 March Sunday — Palm Sunday — (British Summer Time Begins)
9.00am Morning Prayer

10.00am Parish Communion

6.00pm Stations of the Cross

29 March Monday
7.30pm Reflection with music, followed by service of Compline

30 March Tuesday
7.30pm Reflection with music, followed by service of Compline

31 March Wednesday

9.45am Holy Communion

7.30pm Tenebrae — A service of shadows. ‘Begins with the church in
candlelight, with as many candles as there are readings, and ends with the
service in darkness.

1 April  Maundy Thursday
7.30pm Communion service.

2 April  Good Friday
2.00pm Hour before the Cross

3 April Easter Eve
7.30pm  Service of Light and Renewal of Baptism Vows

4 April  Easter Day
10.00am Parish Communion, Stotfold

Easter Day Parish Communion is a ticketed service
please telephone Alison on 625637
or email stotfoldparishchurch@gmail.com

Light up the world
with prayer

Will you join us?

13th - 23rd May 2021
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Kevin took himself off to his
study to pray for peace

National
Flower
Arranging
Day

7th May 2021

The members of NAFAS are
using their homes to firstly
mark the day but maybe
more importantly to give a
little cheer and sign of hope,
maybe remembering the
saying ‘If you hold a flower
close to your heart you will
see only beauty and hope.’

www.nafas.org.uk

N NEVILLE

FUNERALS

To us, it’s not just another funeral. We care foryour loved ones as

though they were our own.

NEVILLE. Because there is a difference.

HITCHIN
96 Walsworth Road SG4 9SU
t: 01462 444910

SHEFFORD

24 Clifton Road SG17 SAE

t: 01462 813258

e: hitchin®@nevillefuneralservice.com e: shefford®nevillefuneralservice.com

www.nevillefuneralservice.com

13




And we know that all things work together for good to those who
love God, to those who are the called according to His
purpose. Romans 8:28

To all PCC members, when you next attend a PCC meeting, which is
probably more likely to be by zoom than in person, you could say “Happy
100" Birthday!” to your colleagues. It is a hundred years since The
Parochial Church Councils (Powers) Measure 1921 which was an important
stage in the birth of PCCs.

During the First World War army chaplains found that many men who
thought of themselves as church goers were ignorant of the basics of
religion. This led to a new interest in mission for the church. There were
national days of prayer during the war and in 1915 there was a National
Mission of Repentance and Hope. The public were more in the mood for
victory than repentance. After the Armistice there was a desire for change in
the national church and this led to a discussion about the links with the
state.

There was a concern that Parliament was often slow to enact laws for the
church and many people felt the national church should have more authority
to govern itself. The setting up of Parochial Church Councils was part of that
process. In the past a lot of local secular administration had been the
responsibility of churchwardens in the vestry meetings. Gradually their
functions were passed to local councils. Most of their remaining powers
were transferred to PCCs by The Parochial Church Councils (Powers)
Measure 1921.

The purpose behind these new councils was to give the laity a more
prominent role in parish life to go alongside the deaconry, diocesan and
national councils which became the synods and have an important role in
church life. Some conservative clerics were concerned at this reform and
felt that congregations would pick and choose clergy or object to a new
incumbent chosen by a patron. The process of starting PCCs to share in
decision making in parishes was widely accepted but a few older
incumbents and those in more rural areas, failed to do either out of
reluctance or ignorance.

A leading churchman in the reform movement was William Temple who
became leader of the ‘Life and Liberty movement’ which hugely influenced
the move towards democratic government in the Church of England. He
was Bishop of Manchester in the 1920s, Archbishop of York from 1929 to
1942 and Archbishop of Canterbury (1942-4). He had been a secretary of
the National Mission of Repentance and Hope in 1916 and became
chairman and joint leader with H. R. (Dick) Sheppard of the Life and
Liberty movement. ‘We demand liberty for the Church of England’ he
declared at a meeting in July 1917.
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One difficult issue was what level of commitment to church life enabled a
person to be eligible to serve on a church council. It was decided that
anyone on the electoral roll whether they attended services or communion
regularly could participate. The then Bishop of Oxford resigned over the
issue because he thought that councils must only be made up of committed
regular communicants.

The next Bishop of Oxford in his monthly diocesan magazine endorsed the
principle of democracy and reassured people that it was a not negative step
or would limit the powers of clergy or wardens. He encouraged the
congregations to consider how to use each other’s gifts. In Aylesbury the
idea of the new PCCs had been discussed as early as 1918. It was felt that
they would support the clergy particularly with financial issues.

It is strange to think that the proposal for clergy and congregation to work
together for the benefit of the church could be controversial. The birth of
PCCs was a major step in the life of the church. | wonder what the next one
hundred years will bring?

The Revd Peter Crumpler, a Church of England priest in St Albans,
and a former communications director for the CofE.

Churchwardens have been around since the 13th Century and legally ‘own’
the movable contents of the church. They are meant to maintain order in the
church and churchyard, with the assistance of their staves, if necessary. In
the event of serious disorder today, a mobile phone might be a safer
instrument, with staves reserved for ceremonial occasions!

Excerpt from an article by Ven John Barton

Do you have any old pairs of glasses lurking
in drawers or other hideaways?

There is a box in the north aisle for any unwanted '
spectacles so that we can send them to Zimbabwe
where they are really needed.

Used UK & Foreign Stamps

We are now supporting MND, a charity supported by Keryle 2
Rutherford and family in memory of lain.

The MND Association is a charity focused on improving

access to care, research and campaigning for people affected by motor
neurone disease. Please either give your used stamps to Keryle or
alternatively leave in the basket on the shelf by our north door.
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Science and Society: How Can We Approach New Ethical Issues?

Science tells us how the world works, and technology offers applications of
that knowledge, but neither can tell us what we ought to do. All scientific
discoveries or new technologies can be used to either help or harm others.
For example, a smartphone can be used to stay in touch but also enables
bullying.

It is important to get past our initial reactions: the ‘yuk!” or ‘wow!” These
feelings may well change once we learn more about the science and other
factors behind a new development.

Ethical thinking can be divided into three main categories. The
consequentialist approach is demonstrated in Proverbs, when Wisdom
calls young men to consider the outcome of their actions. Utilitarianism is a
form of consequentialist ethic that tries to maximise the greatest good for
the largest number of people affected, but unchecked it leaves minorities
out in the cold.

Duty or law-based ethics start with intrinsic values, asking what is the
correct course of action, or our duty? These values might be God-given,
such as the ten commandments, or worked out by human reason. It is
possible, however, to do harm while obeying the law, especially if someone
asks ‘What can | get away with?’ Also, what happens when rules collide?
For example, who should be treated first when resources are limited?

Virtue ethics are about building character, growing in wisdom and the fruit
of the Spirit. There are plenty of biblical principles to guide virtuous living,
such as the idea that we are ‘made in the image of God’ which supports the
value of every human life (e.g., Genesis 1:26-27, Genesis 9:6, James 3:9-
10), but the right decision can vary depending on circumstances

So how can we make ethical decisions about new technologies? The five
Cs bring together a number of different types of ethical thinking into a
helpful framework for decision-making.

Clarify the facts and key questions.

Consider our choices: what could we achieve?

Constraints: External - what must we do?; Internal - how should we behave?
Compare the pros and cons of each approach.

Choose what is best, with all parties in mind.

Finally, we have to recognise that the information available to us will
change over time, our knowledge of God and His word will keep growing,
and we cannot avoid making mistakes - so our ethical decisions will need to
be revisited and revised from time to time.

This series is written by Dr Ruth M Bancewicz, who is Church Engagement
Director at The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge. Ruth
writes on the positive relationship between Science and Christian faith.
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St Mary’s Church Hall
is closed at present.

However we are now taking
bookings, although these will be
dependant on the government
Covid-19 restrictions at the time.

Hall dimensions are:
15.5m x 6.4m (51'x21")

Booking Secretary:

: touch
( telephm{e us on

M462 73261?

Stotfol ! Maureen Winters on 07727 688877
" or email:
& ora t“lly personal ;. stotfoldparlshchurchhall@gmall com

.

Building Supplies Lid.

Suppliers of Timbers and all Building Materials

* Paving & Walling ¢ Fencing
* Bricks * Calor Gas

ey + Aggregates .. Plumbing .
Y. *—’:;“‘ ———:Tﬂ?y P— - . TOOIS -y

Tel. 01462 730169

100 Norton Road, Stotfold SG5 4PG
www.mjryall.co.uk info@mjryall.co.uk
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Have you visited our
newly designed website?

It has a more contemporary design
with larger photographs and new
sections such as recordings of our
sermons. There is also a collection
of spiritual resources, such as our
recent series on the Nicene Creed,
How to Pray and the Stations of the
Resurrection.

In these changing times
PERWAPS SPRINKLING WITH HOLY WATER for up-to-date information visit:

WAS NET THE BEST WAY T9 www.stotfoldchurch.org.uk
LAUNCH THE CHURCH WEBSITE

Need Project Requests:

Toiletries of all descriptions, Tea bags, Coffee, Sugar, Pasta, Long Grain
Rice, Couscous, Cereals, Tuna, Salmon, Ham, Corned Beef, Beef &
Onions, Chicken in Sauce, Curries, Chili , Potatoes, Tomatoes, Sweetcorn,
Peas, Carrots, Pasta Sauces, Spaghetti, Ravioli, Baked Beans
Tinned Fruit and Custard, Rice Pudding, Biscuits, Squash & Fruit Juice
Tomato Ketchup , Long Life Milk — cartons, Jam, Honey, Chocolate Spread

Stotfold Dental Clinic

5 The Avenue, Stotfold SG5 4LY
Call 01462 731938 or email
info@stotfolddental.co.uk
www.stotfolddental.co.uk

post-whitening after dental implant cosmetic smile post-freatment

0800 804 8044

HOPE

A free phone line of hymns,
reflections and prayers

Sedation, Dental Implants, Teeth Whitening,
- Cosmetic Veneers, Clearstep Braces.
r a consultation, please contact the clinic

e 0% finance facility available for
private freatments

Late evening appointments between 5pm to 7pm for PVT PTS on Mondays and Thursdays
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The Goldfinch

A flash of yellow, gold, and red
Dancing in our flower bed
Flocked together, bringing charm
Their joyful song restoring calm.

Through centuries since times of old
We've always loved their plumage bold;
As they gathered round to feed
Seeking grubs, and thistle seed.

So, go ahead, and plant some thistles
You will see, among the bristles.
Golden birds who dance and dart
Bringing joy to warm your heart.

By Nigel Beeton

Who Said That?

I've always believed there is a certain divine scheme of things. I'm not quite
able to explain how my election happened or why I’'m here, apart from
believing it is part of God’s plan for me.

Ronald Reagan

© SJtaXus

Taxation and Accounting Service

Professional friendly
services, Tax advice,

Free initial consultation,
Sole traders, Ltd companies,
bookkeeping, payroll, CIS,

DOWNLOAD
OUR FREE APP

“SJ TAX LTD”
contains lots of

VAT & Tax. free tax info
and a free
E: sally@sjtax.co.uk income and
Tel: 01234 831997 expenses
Mob: 07899 808592 tracker
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Have you used the Select & Collect service at Stotfold Library yet?

If so, we’d love your feedback! Whether it be leaving us a note along with
your returns, through our letterbox, or even leaving us a like and a comment
on any of our social media platforms. Facebook - @CBCLibraries,
Instagram - @CentralBedsLibraries, Twitter - @CBC_Libraries. We look
forward to hearing from you!

If you haven’t used it yet, then what are you waiting for? It’s easy to request
over the phone, 0300 300 8068, online, www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/
libraries, or even using our app, ‘Bedfordshire Libraries’. Then we'll let you
know when your books are ready for collection and it's as simple as visiting
the library while we’re open and picking up your bundle at the front door. If
you don’t already have a library card then you can sign up over the phone or
online too! We have a wide variety of books for all sorts of people of all
ages! Requests are FREE at the moment so make the most of it while you
can.

Unable to get out to visit the library?

Nobody available to collect for you? Library bundle delivery service!
In partnership with the Stotfold Good Neighbour Group, the Library
Outreach service is designed for anyone who wants to read or listen to
books and has no one else to collect them from a library. It is also available
to vulnerable people who do not wish to visit a public space at this time due
to Covid-19. Also, to carers who may be housebound due to the nature of
their caring duties. The service means that you will receive a delivery, once
every month, of a bundle of items specifically catered to what you like to
read. You can choose to get a delivery of up to 10 items which can be any
combination of regular print books, large print books or spoken word CD’s. If
you are interested in joining this service then please contact Stotfold Library
to see if you are eligible on 0300 300 8068 or email us directly on
stotfold.library@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk.

New Lead Bishop for Housing

Dr Guli Francis-Dehgani has become the Church of England’s Lead Bishop
for Housing, to spearhead the Church’s efforts to help ease the UK’s
crippling housing crisis.

Bishop Guli, currently the Bishop of Loughborough, will take up the new role
later this year when she becomes Bishop of Chelmsford. The new post will
involve leading efforts to implement the recommendations of the Archbishop
of Canterbury’s Commission on Housing, Church and Community, which
was published in late February.

Observation on Modern Life
If you think the problem is bad now, just wait until we have solved it.
(Arthur Kasspe)
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‘He gave us eyes to see them’:
Murillo’s ‘St John the Baptist with the Lamb’

The nursery rhymes we learnt as children often focused on lambs: Mary had
a little lamb, Baa baa black sheep, Little Bo-Peep and Little Boy Blue. They
come to mind in springtime when we see lambs in the field jumping for joy or
bleating as they run to the ewes for warmth and safety.

Murillo, a 17th century artist from Seville, had that
world of childhood in mind when he painted ‘St
John the Baptist with the Lamb.” He looks back to
the little child of Isaiah 11 leading the animals, but
also we are called to think of the adult John the
Baptist, who sees Jesus walking by and exclaims,
“Look, here is the Lamb of God.” In the painting,
St John is a child with his arms around the lamb.
He stands on rocky ground with a reed cross at
his feet that has the words ‘Behold the Lamb of
God’ on the ribbon.

The painting hangs in the National Gallery, and it certainly lacks the strength
and brilliance of other Spanish artists. But Murillo is telling us how the drama
of salvation is played out by children and lambs. He is inviting us to look
from that world of childhood to another part of Isaiah’s prophecy, where he
talks of the Messiah led like a lamb to the slaughter. We enter that drama of
salvation in Holy Week. On Good Friday Jesus was led to His crucifixion,
just as the lambs were being killed for the Passover.

We think of the world of Old Testament sacrifice, where the high priest on
the day of Atonement would enter the Holy of Holies and sacrifice a ram.
And we focus on Jesus who is for us both priest and sacrifice, and realise
that there is a divine chemistry at work that leads us from Good Friday to
Easter Day.

The writer of Hebrews meditates on this theme and proclaims that in Jesus
we have a high priest of the good things that have come - eternal
redemption. We are invited to appropriate that great gift for ourselves in this
Holy Week of our salvation. So, we journey from the childhood days of
Murillo’s painting to Calvary and the Easter garden. And we can also journey
beyond to the heavenly city, where Revelation tells us that all the nations
walk by the light of that Lamb - the Lamb of God.

The Revd Michael Burgess

Who Said That?
Our Lord has written the promise of the resurrection, not in books alone,
but in every leaf in springtime. — Martin Luther
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Rage & Hope: 75 Prayers for a Better World
a new book to mark Christian Aid’s 75th anniversary

Chine McDonald
Wendy Lloyd

Commemorating 75 years of Christian Aid, this
new publication is a prayer book like no other.
Full of defiance and determination, it is an
invitation to join Christian Aid and followers of
Jesus around the world in a united chorus
of Rage and Hope.

Bringing together voices from different contexts
and cultures around the world, this is a
collection of prayers of lament for the injustices
of the world, and prayers of hope for the world
we want to see. With a foreword from Walter
Brueggemann, one of the world’s leading
theologians, it also features contributions from
writer Rhidian Brook, Professor Robert
Beckford, John Bell, Bishop Rachel Treweek
and Bishop Paul Butler.

The world is broken, full of injustice and inequality,
but despite everything, we hope.

Christian Aid Week Appeal

10-16 May 2021

Climate chaos is one of the greatest injustices we

face. Together we STOP this climate crisis.

www.christianaid.org.uk
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The Christian Bookshop

69 Leys Avenue, Letchworth Garden City SG6 3EF

Gif¥s Cards Music

The Christian Bookshop
Join us for
Open 69
S | 930-530 Tea & Cake &/6
o“ Monday to |H 2.30-4.30 every2nd /
%O Saturday Tuesday of the monthin
aid of local charities "

No -
L

www.letchworthchristianbookshop.org.uk a
< christianbookshop@xin.co.uk & 01462 481285

“H]m nm il w\ G CEE Kmec

T R electrical services Itd
] -
\‘i il g T | e e

J?I

. 5 New Installations
= e
% M,;J',; Eastcheap, Letchworth SG6 3DE SRl

Test & Inspection
1,000s of books, cds, dvds & vinyl records Outside Electrics

Beautiful cards, coffee & cake Energy Saving Solutions

Long opening hours Certificates Issued By Requirement
We buy good quality books, cds & vinyl
(Please enquire first 01462 684631)

CHILDREN’S BOOKS 20% OFF* i S B AL e 2

Saturday momi'ngs only—8 amto1lpm 07837 8669 22

*Some items are excluded

www.davids-bookshops.co.uk kentornsmoore@hotmadd.co.uk
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St Mary’s Church
Church Road Stotfold SG5 4NE

RECTOR:

www.stotfoldchurch.org.uk

Revd Bill Britt 01462 730218  revd.bill.britt@gmail.com

CURATE:

Revd Graham Clark 01462 625270  graham.clark20@ntlworld.com

CHURCHWARDENS:
Malcolm Charsley 01462 730893  malcolm.charsley@ntiworld.com

Jane Hyde
BAPTISMS:

01462 730305  janehydeS0@hotmail.co.uk

Andrea Charsley 01462 730893  andrea.charsley@ntlworld.com

WEDDINGS:

Revd Bill Britt 01462 730218  revd.bill.britt@gmail.com

CHURCH HALL:

Maureen Winters 07727 688877  stotfoldparishchurchhall@gmail.com
TREASURER/

MAGAZINE EDITOR:
Alison Collis 01462 625637  alison.collis@ntiworld.com
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